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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how Maine Educational
Assessment (MEA) reading items are scored. These pages contain the text for each released item
accompanied by the following information.

Multiple-Choice ltems

The boxes containing the multiple-choice items also contain the percent of students statewide who
chose each answer option. The correct option is asterisked(*).

MC#: the multiple-choice item position in the Class Analysis Report
One point may be earned for a multiple-choice item.

Key: the letter of the correct answer for the multiple-choice item

Type of Text: whether the reading selection was literary or informational

Cluster: the cluster the item measured

Content Standard: the content standard that the item measured

Performance Indicator: the performance indicator that the item measured

Constructed-Response ltems

e CR#: the constructed-response item position in the Class Analysis Report
Up to four points may be earned for a constructed-response item.

* Type of Text: whether the reading selection was literary or informational

* Cluster: the cluster the item measured

* Content Standard: the content standard that the item measured

e Performance Indicator: the performance indicator that the item measured

* Constructed-Response Scoring Guide: the description of each score point used to
determine the score, including the percent of students statewide who received each score and
the statewide average student score

* Training Notes: in-depth descriptions or particular information used to determine the
score

e Annotated Student Response: sample student response for each score point with annotations
that explain the reasoning behind the assigned score
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MEA 2005-2006

English Language Arts: Reading Grade 4

The table below shows the entire MEA reading test design, which is made up of 50% literary passages
and 50% informational passages. Half of the common items are released and can be found in this
document. Item information for all item types, scoring information (average scores, guides, and training
notes) for all constructed-response items, and annotated student responses follow.

2005-2006 MEA READING TEST DESIGN

CONTENT EmBeEDDED FIELD TotAL ITEMS PER Base TESTING
CommonN PoinTs
AREA TEST STUDENT TIME
MC CR SA MC CR SA MC CR SA
REeADING 28 5 0 16 3 0 44 8 0 135 MIN. 48

Each item on the MEA measures a content standard and performance indicator from Maine’s Learning
Results.
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Buzzing Toy
by Bonnie Bernstein and Leigh Blair

Native American children played with a
simple noisemaker that hummed and buzzed
on a piece of twisted string. They strung

a small piece of bone, ivory, wood, dried
gourd shell, or clay disk on a sinew cord.
The cord was made into a loop and twisted
to “wind up” the toy. Children pulled the
string tight and then let it loosen to make the
disk spin. The spinning disk and vibrating
string made a humming or buzzing sound.
This toy did not have any ceremonial use or
meaning—it was just for fun.

MATERIALS

Self-hardening clay or large coat button
Cookie cutter or jar or glass

Small stick or pencil

Poster paints and brushes

2 small pegs or bones (Split a wishbone in
two.)

About 20 inches of leather thong or waxed
string or cord

Tie ends
\

Painted clay disk,

2" in diameter

Small bones or pegs

Wind handles
in opposite directions 4

Wind handles
in opposite directions
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DIRECTIONS

l.

Make a “s-inch-thick pancake with the
clay. Use the cookie cutter (or the rim
of a jar or glass) to cut out a small disk,
about 2 inches in diameter. (A large coat
button can also be used. If the button is
used, skip to step 3.)

Poke two holes in the center of the disk
with a small stick or a pencil point. Use
the same tool to scrape a design on the
clay. Allow the clay to dry for a day or
two.

. Paint the disk (or button). Also paint the

pegs or bones.

. Thread the thong or cord through both

holes in the disk (or button). Tie the ends
of the thong together.

. Knot the end loops of the cord around

each of the pegs or bones to make
handles.

. Wind the handles in opposite directions

until the cord is twisted.

. To make the toy hum and buzz, pull the

cords tight and then let them loosen. The
disk in the middle will spin and bob up
and down and sing.
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1. In the first paragraph, the author writes, “The
spinning disk and vibrating string made a
humming or buzzing sound.” The word vibrating

means

*90% A. shaking.
2% B. joining.
2% C. hanging.
6% D. winding.

MC#: 1

Key: A

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard A: Process of Reading - Students will use the skills and strategies of the reading process
to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate what they have read.

Performance Indicator: A1 - Students will be able to determine the meaning of unknown words by using a
dictionary, glossary, or other reference sources.
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2. Why does the article include a section called
“Materials™?
4% A. to explain the main idea of the
article
3% B. to bring attention to the activity
6% C. to describe the uses of the buzzing
toy
*86% D. to list what is needed to make the
toy

MC#: 2

Key: D

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard A: Process of Reading - Students will use the skills and strategies of the reading process
to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate what they have read.

Performance Indicator: A5 - Students will be able to read a variety of narrative and informational texts
independently and fluently.
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3. According to the directions, when can a person
skip to step 37
7% A. when cutting a large disk
*65% B. when using a coat button
15% C. when poking holes in the disk
13% D. when painting the pegs or bones

MC#: 3

Key: B

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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4. According to the directions, the small stick or
pencil is used to
22% A. make handles.
6% B. tighten the cords.
*67% C. poke holes.
4% D. cut out a small disk.

MC#: 4

Key: C

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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5. This article gives the reader some choices of materials to use.
a. Tell what a person could use instead of making a clay disk.

b. Explain THREE ways the steps of the project would be different if a person chooses
not to make a clay disk.

Use information from the article to support your answer.

CR#: 5

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Percentage of
Statewide Score Description
Student Scores
Response correctly tells what a person can use instead of making a
clay disk AND explains three ways the steps of the project would be
5% 4 : . )
different if a person chooses not to make a clay disk. Response uses
information in the article as support.
Response correctly tells what a person can use instead of making a
clay disk AND explains three ways the steps of the project would be
24% 3 . . .
different if a person chooses not to make a clay disk. Response lacks
some information in the article as support.
Response correctly tells what a person can use instead of making a
clay disk AND explains two ways the steps of the project would be
22% 2 . . .
different if a person chooses not to make a clay disk. Response uses
information in the article as support.
Response correctly tells what a person can use instead of making
419 ] a clay disk AND explains one way the steps of the project would be
° different if a person chooses not to make a clay disk. OR Response is
vague/minimal.
7% 0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
1% Blank No response.
1.75 Statewide average student score.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response Item 5

Training notes are not an exhaustive list. Readers scoring the student response can accept other examples the
student offers that are supported by the passage.

What a person can use instead of making a clay disk:

A large coat button

How the project would be different if a person chooses not to make a clay disk:

The person would not have to follow step 1; making the 1/4-inch-thick pancake with the clay.

The person would not have to use the small stick or pencil to poke two holes in the center of the clay disk.
The person would not have to use the small stick or pencil to scrape a design on the clay.

The person could make the project in one day; they would not have to let the clay dry for a day or two.
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Sample 4-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 5

Hpoﬂ“om m&’(e,acicr@ \S‘C could
uce- O bgcoaf*})u fo ?o
used o r\yOu woald it have
to polke hola Hfoujh imrv)
bCCONSE i‘ C Ve&

bOICT&Aq/D ‘na QJ! Cé/)“ yow
COWANT scra Ty ¢
o bofion he chure I8 ralid
Ohe mofe. mﬂy |5~ IQ o A
nwsSeq Clax ou\ W(?M[L_ 1’)&0(’.
Jrowa‘ffuo 2 f%f”?t o [;r

C\V) DOIH')OE? ton you WO

y g
),*c Cor e pum%oo Ay,
: l§how Tthe o1 ) %
WO u\.\(,‘ . A== tmIL A buﬁon\

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response provides a correct and thorough response with good support from the article. He or she
explains that a person could use a button in place of a clay disk. The student explains in detail the three ways
the steps of the project would be different by writing, “...you wouldn’t have to poke holes,” “...you couldn’t scrape
designs in a button because it is solid,” and “...with a button you would only have to walit a little while for the
paint to dry”
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Sample 3-Point A Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Iltem 5

5.

ﬁyow Can use a large coaf
vut+troN,

l oc{ 0(7@/’)7(“ necd TOﬂMKe
he Aisk with the
ookt cutrHter. o

Vou wont Need poke holes
) The buHen o

You wont NEed O
sorop a desighn.

Summary annotation statement:
The student’s response more generally explains that you can use a large coat button rather then making a clay

disk. He or she explains the differences with brief details and writes, “You wont need to make the disk with the
cookie cutter,” “...wont need poke holes...” and “...wont need to scrap a design.
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Sample 3-Point B Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 5

5.

A. Torctead of g4 cla{y djsk
you —Can e —a  large " coqt
biutton ..

B. One way the Jf%ps woyld
be ditfereent [s. lh) S'/‘e?o
.1, 77 Sgys [f ‘éutfon /s
used Sk ;)0 _Sf_.QP_ NQOeDe |
Onothen wlay The Steps, woyld
be. L FFerent T§ Q_"’Le/j:) 7
Cg_cu_ can \/ Qzé_z‘}_._.&{;/lp_ Fhat becau
Se S7tep 11::,J yust  telfs _you
bowk Fo  roake  the Claly dik.

The /last Watﬁ the Steps wou_/of
be dif Peret is T, s
When 17 Sgys waf/ a day or
U‘wo‘f\o ™ 7"},@ d"jf; +O Wl wfﬂ
bithan uou WOLHNF fap o unite

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response recommends using a large coat button in place of a clay disk. He or she provides
three general steps that are different when using a button, but in two of the steps, instead of explaining, he or
she writes to skip steps. The student’s response explains the differences by writing, “One way the steps would
be different is in step no. 1, it says if button is used skip step no. 2.” He or she also explains, “...step 1 you can
just skip that because step 1 just tells you how to make the clay disk.” The student’s response does explain
“...in step 2 when it says wait a day or two for the disk to drie, with button you wouldn’t have to wait.”
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Sample 2-Point A Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 5

' @ Apu.ce.« could uss a '“’ﬂé Coal b.qlf_h_-_n_ s msted of
a Clﬂj disle o@i Dn S)epl You wouldn}y have 4o muly a
cay duk .’ Ma’h‘nf your [oy would go fastor, ]y&__ugnﬂ
Lave o bhavd } e Pm’.’r{y Your batton.

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response recommends using a large button instead of a clay disk. He or she provides only two
reasons why using a button makes the steps different with limited explanation. The student writes, “On step 1
you wouldn’t have to make a clay disk.” He or she also explains that constructing the toy would be quicker—
“making your Toy would go faster’—if a button was used rather than clay. The student has added extraneous
information (which does not address how the steps would be different) with the inclusion of this excerpt from
the text: “you would have a hard time painting your button.”
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Sample 2-Point B Respon

e with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 5
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Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response explains that a large coat butt should be used instead of making clay. He or she
provides only two ways ethod would be d fferent with explanatlons that Iack detail. He or she writes, “
the dlrectlon II be di ff because thls article has directions on ho to make a clay disk,” “The len
project will also be different,” and “direction number two will not be needed.”
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Sample 1-Point A Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Iltem 5

Uou Could v b&#éﬂ--lﬂ@?zfﬁ!{ ﬁ.&. -
aj ahsk (jgu ww(g{nf }me fo pokc holes

“,{_p (o bk#ﬁnl - —_—

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response suggests using a button instead of a clay disk. The student provides only one
difference in using this method that lacks support. He or she writes, “You wouldn’t have to poke holes in a
button.”

Sample 1-Point B Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Iltem 5

You Cowld wsv o wedken dish WStead of a Clay
Cl".LS_kl — o

l1 The disk wald ve wooden ~
Yo If WOLL\&/ maoke o d.[ffe..vemt naise.
YediFfeveutr vibrat oy

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response recommends using a wooden disk instead of a clay disk. He or she explains three
differences in using this method that are minimally valid regarding the disk. Two examples (“...would make a
different noise,” and “different vibration”) explain how the toy would be different, not how the steps would be
different.
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Sample 0-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response ltem 5

| Abecouse [+ Tfellys You houw
tg make 1.

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response is irrelevant.
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The desert gives
what it can

to each of its children.

Women weave grass
into their baskets
and birds weave it
into their nests.

Men dig

in the earth

for soil

to make houses—

little square adobe houses

the color of the hills.
And lizards
dig burrows
in the same
safe earth.
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Here animals and people know
what plants to eat

when they are sick.

They know what roots

and weeds

can make them well again.

No one has to tell
Coyote or Deer

and no one has to tell
the Papagos.*

They share in other ways too.
They share

the feeling

of being

brothers

in the desert,

of being

desert creatures
together.

*Papagos—Native Americans who live in the desert.



6. Who are the children mentioned in the first three
lines of the passage?
10% A. the soil
11% B. the roots and weeds
*65% C. the people and animals
14% D. the smaller deserts

MC#: 6

Key: C

Type of Text: Literary

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard B: Literature and Culture - Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies, to
experience, understand, and appreciate literature and culture.

Performance Indicator: B10 - Students will be able to apply effective strategies to the reading and
interpretation of fiction (e.g., fantasies, fables, myths, mysteries, realistic and historical fiction, adventures,
and humorous tales) that is appropriately complex in terms of character, plot, theme, and dialogue and
appropriately sophisticated in style, point of view, and use of literary devices.
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7. In the passage, people dig in the earth so

they can

*92% A. build homes.
29, B. bury things.
20, C. make baskets.
39, D. plant gardens.

MC#: 7

Key: A

Type of Text: Literary

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard B: Literature and Culture - Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies, to
experience, understand, and appreciate literature and culture.

Performance Indicator: B9 - Students will be able to recognize basic elements of plot and recount events,
ideas and important details from material read, heard, or viewed.
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8. According to the passage, how does the desert
help animals and people when they are sick?

3% A. It gives sun and warmth to help
them heal.
8% B. It gives rich soil in which to grow
food.
*80% C. It gives medicine from different
plants.

8% D. It gives them healthy food.

MC#: 8

Key: C

Type of Text: Literary

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard B: Literature and Culture - Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies, to
experience, understand, and appreciate literature and culture.

Performance Indicator: B9 - Students will be able to recognize basic elements of plot and recount events,
ideas and important details from material read, heard, or viewed.
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9. What is the message in the last part of the
passage?
15% A. The Papagos do not know of Coyote
or Deer.
8% B. The Papagos do not get along with
Coyote or Deer.

6% C. The Papagos hunt with Coyote and
Deer.

*69% D. The Papagos are equal to Coyote
and Deer.

MC#: 9

Key: D

Type of Text: Literary

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard B: Literature and Culture - Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies, to
experience, understand, and appreciate literature and culture.

Performance Indicator: B9 - Students will be able to recognize basic elements of plot and recount events,
ideas and important details from material read, heard, or viewed.
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10. Explain why “The Desert Is Theirs” is a good title for this passage. Use information
from the passage to support your answer.

CR#: 10

Type of Text: Literary

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard B: Literature and Culture - Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies, to
experience, understand, and appreciate literature and culture.

Performance Indicator: B1 - Students will be able to demonstrate awareness of the culture and geography
pertinent to the texts they read.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Percentage of
Statewide Score Description
Student Scores

Response provides a thorough explanation of why “The Desert Is
2% 4 Theirs” is a good title for this poem. The explanation includes relevant
supporting information from the passage.

Response provides an explanation of why “The Desert Is Theirs” is a
11% 3 good title for this poem. The explanation includes relevant supporting
information from the passage that lacks some development.

Response provides a partial explanation of why “The Desert Is Theirs”
39% 2 is a good title for this poem. The explanation includes limited or
partially correct supporting information from the passage.

Response gives a minimal or vague statement about why “The Desert

35% 1 is Theirs” is a good title for the poem.
11% 0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
1% Blank No response.
1.57 Statewide average student score.
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Training Notes for Constructed-Response Item 10

Training notes are not an exhaustive list. Readers scoring the student response can accept other examples the
student offers that are supported by the passage.

Possible reasons for why “The Desert Is Theirs” is a good title for this poem:

A thorough response will provide the concept that the desert gives what it can to the people and animals that
live there and will include most of the supporting details listed below:
* The desert provides grass for baskets and for bird nests.
e The desert provides soil so people can build adobe houses and so lizards can build burrows in which
to live.
* The desert provides plants with healing properties for when animals and people become sick.
* Coyote, Deer, and the people (Papagos) share the feeling of being brothers together in the desert.
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Sample 4-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 10

10.

The Degerk 19 1 0Nedd” o g 8@5:&
fiMe For do et be@ude T\x
tells Lorat ROk a0 ANMNAW
can  qet oM the (esert. For
exafple | Women have ¥R glasd
aNd Oicds have the qra55 10
weave Lakh. Men acd L1 2ardd
Mve Hhe o1 40 Make homes
wwh S0 Coth pecple A 0d
ANBIS Nave Speacil £o0ts
and weeds 4o heal +hem |f
ey ger Sich.That 1S Wiy
e hde OFf the Qe 1D
“The Deser+ 10 Thety

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response provides a thorough explanation that is supported by relevant details from the poem.
He or she writes, “...women have the grass and birds have the grass to weave with,” and “Men and lizards
have the soil to make homes with,” and “...both people and animals have speacil roots and weeds to heal them

if they get sick.” The student shows an understanding of the ways in which people and animals benefit from the
desert.
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Sample 3-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 10

L Thnk 14 is @ goo} e becavse Vhan they

$ay that HheY mean womans and animais and Flants
Share the Yes@rt the Plants dre fheyre sorthe Soil
te almgls use The Jesert to %4 Warf zv {rom Lhe Planis
ahl fo get §o0d from the other kind of foo} Pasks
to eat. the Wans |ike mp vse Hedesers for
Prﬂ#y moch Hoe Same H,mf s from the dpsert af e
animals o Ve all Use thz JeSert for bhe Same
PurPoscs.

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response shows a good understanding of what people and animals receive from the desert. He
or she writes, “...humans and animals and plants share the desert the plants are theyre for the soil the animals
use the desert to get water from the plants and to get food from the other kind of good plants to eat” The
student’s response lacks information about the materials or space the desert provides for homes and baskets
and the healing properties of some of the plants in the desert.
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Sample 2-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 10

10.

‘\e, De_gef}' msTl\é\FS . ),5 C\SOQCA
name \Oo(‘ H\\s P:l C\\ﬂ& K beco&\sg

le” and anmals,
LJ;L;\@\OS La\awe QH"IV;T

use Na UL\FC a\f%j eV
}\owles )’_u«:\f“ one. S af S
eo\(“ﬂ.

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response provides a partial explanation for the poem’s title by saying, “They both use nature to
suport their homes,” and “Everyone shares the earth.” He or she fails to include any supporting details.
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Sample 1-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 10

10.

“ﬁw OeSarI! Ls mc:‘r‘s" 1S o gooa{ 4,'//7& L
7]7:/7* éccauﬂz ;1( 7}6\ K‘S a&ou{ o7, 7G /S olrm,
Peope e a/a ’n fkfoem SO Hu:?)z raé/ﬂ S 7")7(’
ffmSon“?C pﬂSGW H/a)lwm fe H)C pa?ﬂ
decided fo do ' The Deser $ Is Theirs"
tor o 1itle.

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response includes a very vague explanation stating, “...it talks about animals and people alot in
the poem.” He or she fails to include any supporting details.

Sample 0-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 10

U1 think  “The Decert is TheisV

IL\S a 9 nve,q"‘ j"l’]l'Le' b‘&"—"l “useE
l' ‘J‘ Atﬁan'Lcs ‘H’)f, poe/r) ”

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response is irrelevant as it provides no specific connection to the content of the poem.
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Getting to the Root
by Ingelise MacDonald

There’s a lot more to teeth than cavities
and braces. Our teeth are with us every hour
of every day, and the ways we care for them
can tell a story about who we are and were.

Teeth are the hardest part of the body,
and they last longer and turn into fossils
more easily than bones do. When scientists
study ancient teeth, they can discover many
things. By looking in the mouths of
5,000-year-old mummies, for example,
they can make some guesses about the food
that ancient Egyptians ate. The surfaces of
mummies’ teeth are often damaged, as if
they’d been chewing grit and sand. These
people ground their grain with stones, and
tiny bits of rock wore off and fell into their
flour. Also, their vegetables grew in sandy
soil. Sometimes the vegetables weren’t
completely clean before they were cooked
and eaten.

When the hard enamel on the outside of
teeth wears down, the inner part may get a
painful infection. Nowadays we put fillings
in to stop such damage, but the Egyptians
didn’t have modern dentistry. Scientists have
discovered that many Egyptian mummies
have worn teeth and cavities. One mummy
from 3,000 years ago even died from an
infected cavity.

Toothaches were very common in
ancient times, and back then no one really
knew what caused them. The ancients
blamed evil spirits, bad deeds, bad language,
and even worms. And since they knew so
little about the causes, they tried many
strange things to cure their toothaches.
Eating a mouse twice a month, chanting, and
wearing charms were all believed to stop
toothaches.

About a thousand years ago, a Saxon
book suggested that you say “Argidam,
margidam, sturgidam,” then spit into a frog’s
mouth. The frog would take the toothache
away with him. If you were unlucky enough
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to get a cavity, then you should stuff the hole
with dried lizard’s liver.

For many centuries, the only sure way to
get rid of a toothache was to have the tooth
pulled. People lost many teeth. England’s
Queen Elizabeth I lost so many that she had
to stuff her cheeks with cloth when she went
out in public. Other people put pieces of
cork in their cheeks to disguise the fact that
their mouths were empty.

During the 1800s, dental schools,
x-rays, electric dental drills, and knowledge
about germs changed the way people cared
for their teeth. But it took awhile for the
new ways to reach everyone. In the late
1800s, parents could still buy kits containing

instruments and complete directions so they
could perform dental work on their children
and friends.

Fortunately, things have changed a
great deal in the last hundred years. Parents
don’t fill teeth, and we know more about
plaque* and how to prevent cavities. Much
of what dentists do now is called “preventive
dentistry,” and it must be working, because
half the kids in North America have
never had a cavity. This means that future
scientists will have much less interesting
teeth to look at—but at least we don’t have
as many toothaches as our ancestors did!

*Plaque: a sticky, whitish film on the outside of a tooth.
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11. In the beginning of the article, why does the
author write, “There’s a lot more to teeth than
cavities and braces”?

16% A. Dentists work on cavities and
braces most often.

23% B. Teeth can be damaged by poor
eating habits.

4% C. The ancient Egyptians had cavities
and wore braces.

*54% D. Teeth are more complicated than
people sometimes think.

MC#: 11

Key: D

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D1 - Students will be able to use the information contained in chapter and section
headings, topic sentences, and summary sentences to construct the main idea.
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12. In paragraph 2, the word grit means small

pieces of

24% A. grain.

*62% B. rock.
8% C. food.
4% D. flour.

MC#: 12

Key: B

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard A: Process of Reading - Students will use the skills and strategies of the reading process
to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate what they have read.

Performance Indicator: A1 - Students will be able to determine the meaning of unknown words by using a
dictionary, glossary, or other reference source.
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13. Long ago, people thought that toothaches were

caused by
*66% A. using bad language.
21% B. eating dirty food.

4% C. doing magic spells.

6% D. touching frogs and mice.

MC#: 13

Key: A

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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14. According to the article, people said “Argidam,
margidam, sturgidam” when they wanted to
*74% A. cure a toothache.
5% B. go to a dentist.
7% C. fill a cavity.
12% D. catch a frog.

MC#: 14

Key: A

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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15. According to the article, why did Queen Elizabeth
stuff her cheeks with cloth?
16% A. to feel less pain in her teeth
2% B. to make her teeth look brighter
9% C. to stop her teeth from falling out
D

*71% . to make it seem like she had more
teeth

MC#: 15

Key: D

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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16. According to the last paragraph, why does “preventive
dentistry” seem to work?
12% A. Parents know how to fix teeth.
5% B. Scientists no longer like to study teeth.
*60% C. Many kids have never had a cavity.
D

19% . There are now more dentists in North
America.

MC#: 16

Key: C

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D6 - Students will be able to understand common technical terms used in
instructional and informational texts.
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17. In the last paragraph, why does the author
state that “future scientists will have much less
interesting teeth to look at’?

*77% A. People today have fewer problems
with their teeth.

8% B. Most people will lose interest in
looking at teeth.

4% C. More parents will learn how to
study old teeth.

7% D. People today have teeth that will
not last very long.

MC#: 17

Key: A

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D1 - Students will be able to use information contained in chapter and section
headings, topic sentences, and summary sentences to construct the main ideas.
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18. This article was written MAINLY to
28% A. convince people to clean their
teeth.
6% B. teach the reader how to cure a
toothache.
*60% C. describe how caring for teeth has
changed.
3% D. give information about Queen
Elizabeth.

MC#: 18

Key: C

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D5 - Students will be able to recognize when a text is primarily intended to instruct or
to persuade.
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19. Explain how dental care has changed from ancient times to now. Use details from the
article to support your answer.

CR#: 19

Type of Text: Informational

Cluster: Reading

Content Standard D: Informational Texts - Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to
informational texts across all areas of curriculum.

Performance Indicator: D3 - Students will be able to read for a variety of purposes (e.g., to answer specific
questions, to form an opinion, to skim for information.)
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Percentage of
Statewide Score Description
Student Scores

Response provides a thorough explanation as to how dental care
2% 4 has changed from ancient times to now. Response is developed and
includes relevant details from the article as support.

Response provides an explanation as to how dental care has
9% 3 changed from ancient times to now. Response lacks some
development or supporting details from the article.

Response provides a partial explanation as to how dental care has
changed from ancient times to now, or, simply describes dental care

o,
42% 2 in ancient times or dental care now. Explanation includes limited or
partially correct supporting details from the article.
359 1 Response gives a minimal or vague statement about dental care in
ancient times and/or now.
6% 0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
5% Blank No response.
1.56 Statewide average student score.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response Iltem 19

Training notes are not an exhaustive list. Readers scoring the student response can accept other examples the
student offers that are supported by the passage.

How dental care has changed from ancient times to now:

Then:

Now:

Ancient people blamed evil spirits, bad deeds, bad language, and worms as the cause of toothaches.
Cures for a toothache included eating a mouse twice a month, chanting, and wearing charms.

To cure a toothache, a Saxon book suggested saying, “Argidam, margidam, sturgidam” and spitting into
a frog’s mouth.

Dried lizard’s liver was thought to be the best filling for a cavity.

People would often pull teeth to cure toothaches. Queen Elizabeth | stuffed her cheeks with cloth after
losing many teeth. Some people stuffed cork in their mouths to disguise their empty cheeks.

During the 1800s, dental drills, X rays, and knowledge about germs changed the way people cared

for their teeth. Parents, however, could still buy kits containing the tools and directions to clean others’
teeth.

Today, parents do not fill teeth—dentists do.
People today know about plaque and how to prevent cavities. “Preventive dentistry” seems to be
working, as about half of the kids in North America have never had a cavity.
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Sample 4-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 19

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response thoroughly explains how dental care has changed from the ancient times to now. He
or she uses relevant details from both ancient and modern times to construct his or her answer. The student
writes, “Now parnets do not fill their child’s teeth, Back then though if they had a cavity they filled it with dried
lizard’s liver.” He or she also writes, “Other ways they tried to cure a toothache was to eat a mouse twice a
month, chanting and wearing charms.”
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Sample 3-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 19

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response compares dental care in both ancient and modern times, but the response lacks
some development and specific details. He or she writes, “...we have dentist but they didn’t,” and “...ancient
people tried to cure toothaches by spiting in a frogs mouth.” He or she generally explains how dental care has
changed, and lacks some supporting details.
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Sample 2-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 19

" pow we have YotiPas+ qQho
+hen 4ney Did4 note
They Pyt cloU+h | n theve
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TOO0thgck +heY «wowul) Pail there
oo th OYTBYr Noty wc
Py+ GCtgrr on [+ There
Foo) was hot <lcahn. Tiey
hag ho 100X Bras) sy
Ve Jo

1

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response provides a partial explanation concerning the change in dental care from ancient to
modern times. The response provides limited references to both time periods. He or she writes, “Now we have
toothpast and then they did not,” and “If they had a toothace they would pull there tooth out but now we put
stuff on it” The student gives examples from the passage but does not expand upon them.
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Sample 1-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 19

Defmil Lot oS o'mqecf o beawse
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Summary annotation statement:

19.

The student’s response provides a vague statement with minimal explanation. His or her response has little to
do with the argument in the passage.

Sample 0-Point Response with Annotations for Constructed-Response Item 19

Y W\cl @b‘t_ e real
gt pr el

Summary annotation statement:

The student’s response is irrelevant to the question.

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - MARCH 2006 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 4

B-45



